
The CitySprouts mission is to cultivate curiosity and wonder with hands-on science learning

through urban school gardens. For more than twenty years, CitySprouts has partnered closely with

public elementary schools in Cambridge and Boston to engage children in deep and authentic

science through the natural world.

   Each weekday, CitySprouts Garden Educators are in their schools, 

planning lessons, pulling weeds, harvesting food, connecting with 

classroom teachers, and most importantly, creating an environment 

of curiosity and wonder for hundreds of Cambridge and Boston school 

children. Across our 24 gardens, students are excited to see what’s 

growing, to dig down into the dirt and to look up at what is towering 

above their heads.  They, as well as their teachers, their principals, and 

their school administrators are magically transported when they step 

from the  “indoors” and enter their garden classroom.  There, right in 

their playground or school courtyard, is a living laboratory that offers 

authentic and hands-on lessons in biology, sustainability, nutrition, 

environmentalism, horticulture and even entomology.  And what’s more, 

there are underlying lessons in social responsibility, patience, gratitude, 

and even an awareness of the many, many, shades of green.

CitySprouts plants seeds of curiosity, of wonder, of impact, of ownership, 

of responsibility, and of gratitude. These seeds are profound and are essential 

to the growth of our children and the vibrancy of our shared community.

Annual Report | 2023

In February 2023 after 22 years of dedication and visionary leadership, CitySprouts founder Jane 
Hirschi stepped down, and we welcomed long-time educator and school leader Susan Diller as our 
new Executive Director. We are thrilled to have Susan lead us into this next chapter of CitySprouts’ 
education programming and have just launched a strategic planning process to guide our vision 
for the next 5 years.

CITYSPROUTS WELCOMES SUSAN DILLER AS OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

– Susan Diller, Executive Director
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”



Boston Public School partners Cambridge Public School partners

Baldwin Early Learning 
Pilot Academy

David Ellis Elementary School

Haynes Early Education Center

Henderson K-12 Inclusion 
School (Upper & Lower)

Higginson-Lewis School

Nathan Hale Elementary School

Orchard Gardens Pilot School

P. A. Shaw Elementary School

Rafael Hernández K-8 School

Russell Elementary School

Samuel Mason 
Elementary School
 

Amigos K-8 School

Cambridgeport 
Elementary School

Dr. M. L. King Elementary School

Fletcher Maynard Academy

Graham & Parks 
Elementary School

Haggerty Elementary School 

Kennedy Longfellow 
Elementary School

King Open Elementary School

Maria Baldwin Elementary School

Morse Elementary School

Peabody Elementary School

Tobin Montessori School 

EARLY START IN SCIENCE, CITYSPROUTS’ IN-SCHOOL ELEMENTARY PROGRAM
CitySprouts’ in-school program, Early Start in Science, now in 24 Boston and Cambridge public schools, carves out time in the school 
day for children to experience science in their own schoolyard garden classroom. We partner closely with teachers and district leaders to 
develop garden-based curriculum that aligns with state science/engineering standards and practices and builds on the schools’ science 
programming. CitySprouts educators create experiences that spark interest in science and build a lifelong connection to the natural world. 
In addition, meaningful, accessible science exploration is a natural container for children’s social emotional learning. 

24  School Garden Classrooms       185  Partner Teachers       2,398  Lessons in the Garden
Our garden time strongly coincides with what we do in the classroom. The scholars look 
forward to the connections we make each week! Gardener Hazel is so patient, knowledgeable 
and such a beautiful addition to our MLK family!

–  partner teacher, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr School, Cambridge
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YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAM, CITYSPROUTS AFTER SCHOOL AND SUMMER ENRICHMENT
The Young Leaders Program is a tuition-free, Out of School Time program for young and emerging teens (11-14 year olds). The 5-week 
summer program and weekly after school clubs foster critical and compassionate thinkers by connecting youth to the natural world, to their 
peers, and to the environmental systems in their local communities. The Young Leaders Program teaches relevant life skills – such as how 
to grow and sustain plants – and sparks the joy of discovery and the power of scientific thinking.

40  Youth in the Summer Program 
5  Garden Recipes for Summer Fridays 

VOLUNTEERS
CitySprouts gardens are a vibrant part of our Boston and Cambridge communities, and many of them are cared for by dedicated volunteers who 
ensure that the gardens thrive throughout the summer. CitySprouts invites individuals and groups to join us in cultivating school garden classrooms 
where children discover, explore and learn. In addition to caring for gardens, volunteers assist with events and in our office. In 2023, CitySprouts 
volunteers contributed over 230 hours in support of our mission, making more of our resources available to programs for children, families and teachers.

48  Volunteers and 230 Hours 
Caring for Summer Gardens

24  Field Trips Around the Community
7  “Science of Gardening” Classes

1776  Seedlings Planted Across 24 Schools 
60  Varieties of Plants Growing in Schools



Public school gardens     for teaching and learning

CITYSPROUTS’ FINANCIALS

Uche Amaechi (Board President), Harvard Graduate School of Education | Emily Bartosic (Board Clerk), Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Matthew Daly, PwC | Tamirirashe Gambiza (Board Treasurer), Cohn Reznick | Ryan Gosser, The Lady Mary Inn, North Berwick, Maine 
Terrence Hayes, Siena Construction Corporation | Bill Kane, BioMed Realty       
Sean Kelly, Cambridge Trust Company | Rohan Kundargi, MIT Office of 
Government & Community Relations  |  Kim Lowe, Element Productions  |  Gary 
Menin, KPMG  |  Emily Mueller De Celis, Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, 
Inc. | Paul Pereira, TIAA | Rachelle Quimby, Quimby Family Foundation                                                              
Alyssa Scruggs, Mintz Levin  |  Karen Worth, Science Education Consultant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patricia Beggy, Cambridge Public Schools (retired)  |  Lisa Dobberteen, City 
of Cambridge - Public Health | Melissa Duggan, The Social Innovation Forum 
Tom Hamill, Redgate Real Estate |  Ryan Kim, Castle Island Partners LLC    
Daniel Langenthal, Leadership Development and Organizational Effectiveness 
Executive | Kimberly N. Parker, Crimson Summer Academy at Harvard 
University    |    Jeffrey Perrin, Lesley University    |    Steve Postal, Commonwealth 
Restaurant    |    Carl Spector, City of Boston (retired)   |   Frank Swoboda, Boston 
Public Schools  |  Henry Vandermark, Solar Wave Energy, Inc.

ADVISORY COUNCIL

$600,000

$400,000

$200,000

68.13%

13.62%

Program

*For a full audited report, please contact Jessica at jparsons@citysprouts.org.

September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023
Total Expense $1,047,148     
Total Revenue $1,125,302

2.3%Events

Fundraising

Administrative

 Grants School Corporate
Sponsorships

Individual Other 
Donations

0

CITYSPROUTS FINANCIALS

Contracts

15.95%



SOLAR RAY ($20,000+)
Boston After School & Beyond
Cummings Foundation 
Hermann Foundation 
Liberty Mutual Foundation 
Life Science Cares
MA Department of Elementary 
   & Secondary Education 
Schrafft Charitable Trust
Takeda

MIGHTY OAK ($10,000 TO $19,500)
Anderson & Kreiger LLP
Beker Foundation
Champions of Love Foundation
Forest Foundation
PIDC
Rosenberg Ebin Family Foundation
STAG Industrial, Inc 

SILVER BIRCH ($5,000 - $9,999)
AHA Consulting Engineers
Albert O. Wilson Foundation
BioMed Realty
Cambridge Community Foundation
Forest Foundation
Green Leaf Foundation
John Moriarty & Associates
Bill Kane
Rachelle Quimby
Redgate Real Estate Advisors
Sanofi Genzyme
Siena Construction
The Richmond Group

GREEN LEAF ($2,500 - $4,999)
Beacon Hill Garden Club
BR+A Consulting Engineers
Cambridge Trust Company
Carla Bregman
Gilbane
Emily & Thomas Haslett
Terrence Hayes & Lara 
   Curtis Hayes
Joanne Hilferty
Jane & Tom Hirschi
Kerri Kinch
McPhail Associates, LLC
Perkins + Will
Pilgrim Parking
TIAA                          
Turner Construction Company

COMMUNITY ($1,000 - $2,499)
Kevin Beggs
Patricia Beggy
Cambridge Innovation Center
Harold Carroll
Matthew Daly
Anthony Di Carlo
Dr. Lisa Diller & Dr. Donald Bloch
Kurt Flionis
Ryan Gosser & Steve Zgleszewski
Israel & Mollie Myers 
   Foundation, Inc
Jacobs Engineering Group
Ryan & Jaime Kim
Susan Korrick & Thomas Hecht
Gary & Rebecca Menin
Maureen McCaffrey
Optimum Asset Management
Michael Owu
Ross Ozer & Scott Gortikov 
Theodore Rybeck & Ellen Brodsky
Alyssa & Eric Scruggs
Jen Sheen
Martha & Tom Sieniewicz
Whole Foods Market

HONEY BEE ($250 - $999)
Cambridge Plant & Garden Club
Kostia Bergman
Maggie & Rustam Booz
Meghan Burque
Jessica Daniels & Paul Blackborow
Boudewijn de Jonge & Josefine Wendel
Evangeline Fachon
Julia Gittleman & Tom Mendelsohn
Michael Grill 
Alice Gugelmann & Philippe Luedi
Tom Hamill
Electra Hui
Kate & Hermann Field Legacy Fund 
Brian Kelley
Sean Kelly
Sam Kendall & Cathie Zusy
Peter Kirby
Mary Landrigan-Ossar
Kevin Leahy
Christopher Linssen
Kim Lowe
Roberta L Rubin
Joy McCallum
Meek Foundation
Dan Monahan & Heather Woodcock
Emily Mueller De Celis & 
   David De Celis

Margaret Parsons
Jonathan Pate
Paul Pereira
Jeffrey Perrin & Angela Borges
Adele Pressman
Sharon Robinson & Richard Parsons
Abby A. Rockefeller
Sean Rossi
Leah Rugen & Anthony Boral
Ellen M. Semonoff
Mary Smoyer
Niels Sokol
Karen Sollins
Carl Spector & Marilu Swett
Claire Spinner
Rondi Stearns
Anne & Matthew Sudduth
Frank Swoboda
Sonia Turek
Gary Valaskovic
Louise & Charles Weed
Nancy Wei
Kelsey Wirth & Samuel Myers
Eleutherios Yalouris & 
   Charlotte Karney
Candace Young
Laura Zimmerman & Joseph Shay

GROUNDSWELL (UP TO $249)
Virginia Adams
Alchemy Foundation
Uche Amaechi
Holly Antolini
Joel & Betsy Bard
Barry & Karen Barkow
Susan Bartlett
Paul Bartosic
Emily Bartosic
Laura Beretsky
Bonfire
Kathryn Brown
Greg Caldwell
Cityscapes
Stephanie Cox Suarez
Jo Crawford
Nicolas Currier
Jane Davis
Meghan DeMott-Quigley & 
   David Quigley
Susan Diller
Uday Dixit
Jessica Drench
Linda Dunn & John Croll
David Durnford

Our community of supporters keeps CitySprouts growing and thriving, and we are grateful for your 
commitment to our mission. We welcome you to visit a school garden in 2024!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS



Chantal Eide & Richard Schooler
Judith Elstein
George & Joan Evans
Sandra Fairbank
Christine Farren
Rachel Freudenburg
Geoffry Fried & Joanna Bodenweber
Deborah Gallagher
Tamirirashe Gambiza
Dvora Gautieri
Andrea Geyer
Dorothy Gillerman
Arthur Gilman
Rolf & Julie Goetze
Moira Greto
Betsy Hall
Susan Hall 
Jane & Stephen Hardy
Olga Hayes
Melanie Hedlund
Hans Heilman
Lissa Hodder
Patti Intrieri & Alison Muyskens
Dayna Isley
Marta Jimenez
Robb Johnson & Rick Gosselin
Caroline Jones & Peter Galison 
Arvind Kannan
Shubhra Kashyap
Bailey Katsumata-Smith

Grace Keating
Peter Kelsey
Karen & Charles Korn
Karen & John Kosko
David Kravitz & Debra Wekstein
Rohan Kundargi
David L. Arons & Lynn M. Brandes
Annette LaMond & Joseph R. Moore
Jerad Lewis
Peter Loftus & Leslie Brunetta
Sarah Luongo
Maria Maffei
David Maher
Kimberly Mancino
Ben Mardell & Liz Merrill 
Jean Martin
Kristin & William Martin
Nancy McArdle
Cynthia Mendoza
George Mokray
Jennifer Morgan
Marnie Mueller
Tamara Nedjar
Peter Nohrnberg
Jon Penterman & Mary Gehring
Amanda Peters & David Emerson
Caroline Pierce
Bruce Posner & Betsy Rudnick
Rajiv Prasad
Tina Proffitt & David Horne

Hannah Quimby
David Rabkin & Pat Nolan 
Radha Ramesh
Linda Richelson
Bob Sances & Justin Bing Broderick
Dennis Scannell 
Neil Schiavo & Carrie O’Leary
Emily Schlosnagle
Susan Shaver
Anne Shumway
Anne & Tom Snyder
Matthew Stewart
Nora Stolzman
Juliet Stone
Stephanie Tournas & Timothy Bass 
Taylor Valentine
Lauren Wallace & Luke Cummiskey
Stephanie Wasiuk 
Gordon & Susan Weir
Jessie Wenning & Steve Watt
Mike & Patty West
Susie White
Courtney Winger
Jeff & Martha Winokur
Nancy & Fred Woods
Karen Worth
Alexandra Wright
Tao Ye

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS


